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STATE  OF  MONTANA 
STATE  LABORATORIES  COMMISSION 
Helena,  Montana 


January  28,  19^7 


To  His  Excellency,  Sam  C.  Ford,  Governor 
and 

Members  of  the  Thirtieth  Legislative  Assembly 

State  of  Montana 


Gentlemen: 

The  Twenty -Ninth  Legislative  Assembly,  19^5,   passed 
Chapter  78,  the  title  of  which  reads: 

"  An  Act  Creating  a  State  Laboratories  Commission, 
to  Make  Plana  for  the  Erection  and  Supervision  of 
a  Modern  Laboratory  for  Testing  and  Research  Facil- 
ities, and  Defining  the  Duties  of  Such  Commission." 

The  Commission  thus  created  consists  of  seven  ex-off  ic  io 
members  (Sec.  1),  as  follows: 

1.  Chief  Engineer,  State  Highway  Commission 

2.  Chief  Engineer,  State  Water  Conservation  Board 

3.  Executive  Officer  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
k,     Executive  Officer  of  the  State  Livestock  Sani- 
tary Board 

5.  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  Labor  and  Industry 

6.  State  Purchasing  Agent 

7.  Attorney  General 

Section  5  provides:  *  *  *  "No  action  shall  be  taken 

nor  recommendations  made  except 
by  unanimous  agreement  of  the 
members  of  the  State  Laboratory 
Commission." 


We  now  wish  to  advise  that  said  Laboratories  Commission 
was  organized,  arranged  for  the  services  of  an  architect,  .and  pro- 
ceeded to  formulate  plans  which  have  the  "unanimous  agreement  of 
all  members;  and  said  Commission  hereby  submits  its  report  for  your 
further  consideration  and  action. 
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Accompanying  this  report,  and  mad©  a  part  thereof,  are 
four  plates  showing  preliminary  architectural  drawings  as  follows; 

1.  Plato  No.  1  -  Ground  Floor  Plan 

2.  Plato  No.  2  -  First  Floor  Plan 

3 .  Plato  No .  3  --  Second  Floor  Plan 
k.  Plate  Ho.  k  -   Perspective 

The  present  state  laboratory  divisions  are  operating  with 
wholly  inadequate  floor  space  and  without  necessary  facilities.  The 
congested  conditions  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  work  and  make  it 
impossible  to  perform  required  testing  and  research  work  that  must 
be  done  to  protect  the  best  interests  of  the  state. 

The  study  reveals  that  the  minimum  needs  in  floor  space 
for  the  larger  departments  of  the  state  are: 

State  Highway  Covsalssion 15,000  sq.ft. 

State  Water  Conservation  Board  -  -  -----  -  3,000  ^  ^ 

State  Board  of  Health  -  Hygienic  Division-  8,000  ^  ^ 
Food  and  Drug  Division  -  -  -  -  5,000  "  ^ 
Industrial  Hygienic  Division  -  3,000  "  " 
Sanitary  Engineering  Division.  -  3,000 

State  Livestock  Sanitary  Board  - 15.^000 

52,000  84 .ft. 

Provision  has  been  made  in  the  plans  for  ail  other  depart- 
ments, which  have  testing  and  research  work  to  be  done. 

It  is  proposed  to  locate  the  building  on  land  adjacent  to 
the  State  Capitol  grounds. 

The  proposed  design  of  the  building  provides  for;  a  rein- 
forced concrete  structure j  earthquake  resistant;  indirect  heating 
system;  aid  conditioned;  special  service  facilities  such  as  compressed 
air,  vacuum,  hydrogen,  oxygon,  illuminating  gas,  steam  at  SOveral  pres- 
sures; and  not,  cold  and  distilled  water.  Those  facilities  would  to 
generated  and  distributed  from  a  central  source  room  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  middl"  wing. 

From  a  study  of  laboratory  needs  it  has  been  found  that  at 
least  30^  of  the  floor  space  should  be  flexible  for  -   earrangement 
ef  laboratory  space  duo  to  progress  in  the  develops,      Improve- 
ment ef  laboratory  methods  and  equipment.  To  meet  thli        «*t 

the  partitions  should  be  designed  so  that  they  can  bo   isd  Ly  moved 
to  adjust  the  room  size  to  the  space  required. 

If  two  now  locomotive  typo  boilers  arc  inst x   led  in  the 
present  heating  plant  in  place  of  the  two  small  boilers  aow  In 
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operation  tho  added  facility  will  take  care  of  heating  the 
proposed  laboratory  building. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  project  under  present  build- 
ing conditions  has  been  estimated  by  the  architect  as  follows; 

Land  and  site  improvements  -------$  15,000 

General  Construction  ------.-«._  726,2^2 

Equipment  ---------______   75,000 

Recondition  existing  heating  plant  -  -  -   15,000 
Contingencies  --------_____   50  000 

Total $881,2^2 

At  a  mooting  of  the  State  Laboratories  Commission  held 
February  lU,  19hS ,   at  tho  State  Highway  Building,  Helena,  Montana, 
tho  following  motion  was  passed; 

"Mr.  V.  E.  Walsh,  architect,  presented  blueprints  and 
plans  for  the  proposed  state  laboratories  building,  giving 
detailed  information  regarding  installation  of  special  fea- 
tures. After  discussion,  upon  motion  regularly  made  and 
adopted,  the  architect'* s  plans  for  the  building  were  unani- 
mously approved" . 

The  plans  and  drawings  under  consideration  at  the  time  the  above 
motion  was  passed  are  the  same  plans  and  drawings  being  submitted  to 
you  and  attached  to  this  report. 

Tho  State  Laboratories  Commission  having  in  mind  the  future 
wolf are  of  tho  State  of  Montana,  unanimously  recommends  that  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  give  careful  consideration  to  this  report  and  provide 
funds  for  the  construction  of  a  State  Laboratories  Building. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STATE  LABORATORIES  COMMISSION 
J? 


Chairman 


Chief  Engineer,  State  Water  Conserva- 

/^■-: ■■■>  <..^ „  o ,s~ ' ----- ■ " >^/tf<? *tion  Board 

Executive  Office.?,  State  Livestock  yVX/i,^,      y^ 

Sanitary  Board  ^^hi^^^^St:^^^^^ 

*  Chief  Engineer,  Statu  Highway  Commission 

Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  (-,\Q';  ^"'C-f'L .^JcA^.^^^.,  *_,  fcfsjjy. 

Labor  and  Industry  E ':cu'tivo  "Officer  "  State  BoaTjlyOf  Health 

Jst/i^fr-r-  .,0..     /L , ^  ,./> />  /T  M 
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Attorney  General         (7     State  Purchasing  Agent" 
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